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Definition

ñEvidence-Based Librarianship (EBL) is 
an approach to information science that 
promotes the collection, interpretation 
and integration of valid, important and 
applicable user-reported, librarian 
observed, and research-derived 
evidence.  The best available evidence, 
moderated by user needs and 
preferences, is applied to improve the 
quality of professional judgements.ò

Andrew Booth
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Example Question

Is either face-to-face instruction or online 

tutorials significantly more effective in 

teaching first-year students information 

literacy skills?
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Journal Titles

ÅJournal of Academic 
Librarianship

ÅPortal

ÅCollege & Research 
Libraries

ÅCommunications in 
Information Literacy

ÅEvidence Based Library 
& Information Practice

ÅJournal of Education for 
Library & Information 
Science 

ÅResearch Strategies
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Practitioner-Observed Evidence

Åprofessional judgment 
and expertise

Åinteraction with 
colleagues

Åcommunities of 
practice 
ïConference papers & 

posters (grey lit)

ïInstitutional/subject 
repositories 

ïListservs

ïBlogs

ïWikis
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Evidenceé

What makes for good evidence?

What makes for bad evidence?
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What is critical appraisal?

ÅPutting aside personal opinion and judging 

a research study on its own merits

ÅReading a paper with a questioning mind

ÅThinking critically

ÅUsing a structure/set of questions

Denise Koufogiannakis (2009)
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Applicability
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